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mother might have to carry the child on her way to and
from work. From the age of three to seven the kinder-
garten—a name which translates admirably into Russian
—takes over the care of die child. The one in question
was a charming wooden house standing among pine
trees. Its bright rooms were attractively equipped with
flowers, plants, pictures, toys, etc.
Sport is a side which is strongly developed for the
men workers. It includes skating, hockey, and football,
and the teams compete keenly in local leagues.
I saw, separately, an admirable institution connected
with child welfare, which, though less necessary here
with our relatively small distances, would be very
valuable in America. It is called " Mother and Child."
At each big railway terminus a quite considerable
section of the station is set aside for this institution, which
takes care of children, especially babies, brought by their
mothers from a long distance—it might be from Vladi-
vostok ; special account was taken of a baby travelling
with its father only. The parent can leave the child
here while going into the town to make any arrange-
ments for future work and quarters. It is washed, fed,
and thoroughly looked after, and is in the care of a lady
doctor. There is even a lawyer who can be consulted
free of charge. There was a variety of rooms—dormi-
tories, play rooms, and rest rooms, and reading rooms for
the parents. At the time when I came, to my surprise,
children of all ages and sizes were dancing round a
Christmas tree to music, and evidently enjoying it vastly.
The surprise was the Christmas tree, which used to be
prohibited, but now, as applied to the New Year, is in
evidence everywhere; just a regular Christmas tree,
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